
How to check out ebooks for your Sony Reader  
using Overdrive 

 
 
1. Go to http://smdl.lib.overdrive.com/ 

 

 
 

 

2. Download the software  (if you already have Adobe Digital Edition and an 

Adobe ID, please skip to the end) 

  

Overdrive uses Adobe Digital Editions software to manage copyright rules (or DRM) 

for ebooks.  You need to download Adobe Digital Editions to your computer before you 

can checkout any ebooks.  ***Sony also has its own software called Reader Library. 

Please use Adobe Digital Editions the first time you check out Overdrive books.    

 

 

                       
                                                               

 

b. Click on this box to go to 

the Adobe website 

         
 

c. Click on Download Now 

link on the top right  

 

 

a. Click on the link for 

Adobe Digital Editions on 

the bottom right of the 

Overdrive home page. 

 



 d. Follow the instructions of the Adobe installer.  This is a safe download. 

  

 e. When Adobe Digitial Editions is installed, it will open and ask you to 

 create an Adobe ID.  Click yes.  Enter your email and a password.  (For  

            more information on Overdrive and Adobe IDs go back to Overdrive’s  

  software download page.)   

  

 

  

3. Select a book from the Overdrive catalog.  Genres are listed in the menu on the left 

side of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Find a book you want, and select Add to My Cart 

 

 
 

Sony Readers support  Adobe PDFs and ePub formats.   

 

 

 

5. You can keep this title in your cart for 30 minutes while you find others to 

checkout, or you can proceed to checkout.   

 

 
 

 

 
 
6. Select our library from the drop down list. 

   Choose PDFs or ePub  



 

 
 

7. Sign in with your library card barcode number. 

 

 
 

Click on Confirm Checkout.   

 

 

 

 



 

8.  Download the ebook to your computer.  

 

Click Download. You will be asked whether you want to Open or Save the file, click 

Open.   This will cause the Adobe Digital Editions program to launch on your computer.  

Leave the program open while the book downloads.  

 

 

9.  Transfer the ebook to your Sony Reader. 

 

 

Leave Adobe Digital Editions open on your computer, but close the book you just 

downloaded.   Click the icon of the three books, Go to Library View, to close the book. 

 

 
 

 

Power on your Sony Reader and connect the USB cord to your computer.  When Adobe 

Digital Editions recognizes your Sony Reader, a window will open.   

 
 

If Sony Reader Library software opens along with Digital Editions, please close the 

Reader Library.

Click Authorize Device 



  

Once you have authorized your device.  Your Sony Reader will appear on the 

Bookshelves of your Adobe Digital Editions. 

 

 

 
 

 

Click on the cover of the book you just downloaded, drag and drop it into your Sony 

Reader in the Bookshelves.  Disconnect your Sony Reader from the computer.  Open 

the book folder on your device to find your library book.  After the checkout period 

ends, the book will lock and you won’t be able to read it anymore.  Delete library 

expired library books.    

 

If you have questions, please call the Information Desk at 429-9575. 


